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world. Its unexpectedness enhanced its effects
even in the United States, for the public had not
been sufficiently aware of the shaping of this inter-
national episode to be psychologically prepared
for the imminence of war. Unlike most Anglo-
American diplomacy, this had been a long-range
negotiation, with notes exchanged between the home
offices instead of personal conferences. People
blenched at the thought of war; stocks fell; the
attention of the whole world was arrested. The
innumerable and intimate bonds of friendship and
interest which would thus have to be broken merely
because of an insignificant jog in a boundary re-
mote from both the nations made war between the
United States and Great Britain seem absolutely in-
conceivable, until people realized that neither coun-
try could yield without an admission of defeat both
galling to national pride and involving fundamental
principles of conduct and policy for the future.

Great Britain in particular stood amazed at
Cleveland's position. The general opinion was
that peace must be maintained and that diplomats
must find a formula which would save both peace
and appearances. Yet before this public opinion
could be diplomatically formulated, a new episode
shook the British sense of security. Germany